
Winters College Council 
Meeting Minutes 

January 19th 2018 
 

Call to Order 3.10PM 
 

1.0 Roll Call 
In Attendance: 
Sébastien, Jessie, Steven, Christina, Maya, Arjun, Sadie, Paolo, Boyan, Sydny, 
Marlie, Liana, Heather, Safa, Mahlon 
 
Regrets: 
Kleanthi, Sonya, Brandon, John, Maya, Darshini, Lamia, Madfish, Frances 
 
Partial Regrets: 
Michael, John T, John M, Zlatko 
 
 

2.0 Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve the Agenda. 
Moved by: Christina 
Seconded by: Arjun 
 
In Favour: 9 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 

3.0 Approval of Last meeting minutes 
N/A 
 

4.0 Speaker’s Remarks 
 
Marlie: 
Stay healthy, everyone is sick. 
 

5.0 Open Discussion 
 
Jessie: 
Could our WCAC Secretary reintroduce yourself and give us an update on things. 
 
Paniz: 
Hi, I’m the Secretary of WCAC. We will be starting one of our art programs next 
week and we currently have one of our programs going on in the Student Centre. 
 
Christina: 
I was talking to Maya, Michael, and Sébastien about something to do before 
Montreal. We are going to get training for how to use a Naloxone Kit. Fentanyl is 
odourless, tasteless, you can’t see it, and it is something that coats drugs and is 



very dangerous and toxic to people. This kit is something you can use to test 
individuals who are showing symptoms of this toxic substance. Our trip to 
Montreal is usually a time when people are exposed to opportunities to try new 
types of drugs and we thought this training would be very valuable for the trip. 
(Christina took names of people who are interested in taking the training for the 
naloxone kit.) 
 
Sébastien: 
First Year Rep and Residence Reps can we please meet after this meeting. 
 
SAMs introduced themselves: Divya, Kimberly and Laura 
 

6.0 Exec Committee Reports 
Motion to open Exec Committee Reports. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by: Paolo 
 
In Favour: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Sébastien: 
Just two things that were not in my report. Sadie has been doing a great job in 
terms of trying to fill out a TUUS form but forgot one aspect, so the event for next 
Wednesday is still pending approval. Hopefully by Monday it will be confirmed 
and we will announce whether it will still be happening.  
Officially, Lingerie Pub Night will be happening February 15th. We have been 
given all necessary approvals. As usual we will need volunteers. If anyone is 
smart serve certified let me know. The 16th is a normal Ab night and the Saturday 
after that will also be the Slayground event. We will need Council’s support for 
all of these events. For Slayground we will have a coat check and other duties to 
distribute to you. Look out for the polls on the council Facebook page. 
(Boyan and Sydny won’t be able to make the Slayground event.) 
 
Jessie: 
All in my report. 
 
Motion to close Exec Committee Reports. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by: Sébastien 
 
In Favour: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 

7.0 Remaining Council Reports 
Motion to open remaining council reports. 
Moved by: Sébastien 
Seconded by: Steven 



 
In Favour: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Steven: 
Sports started this week. If you’re interested come and join, we always need help. 
I will be speaking to Sonya about updating the athletics board. 
 
Sébastien: 
Aim to have the board done by Friday. 
 
Christina: 
Just a reminder, please fill out the facebook poll about coming to Montreal; we 
need that info to finalize all our plans. Ideally we will know who is and isn’t 
coming before this weekend starts. For plus ones, we will coordinate when they 
can pay for their tickets. We will contact them (probably through facebook) for 
them to pay on Feb 2nd. 
 
Maya: 
All in my report. 
 
Arjun: 
All in my report. 
 
Sadie: 
Wednesday will hopefully be the Hands-On Exotic Animals event for Commuters. 
It’s an interactive petting zoo. I have been trying to set this event up for over 3 
months; it will be a stress-buster event. Hopefully this happens but if not I will 
update you next meeting. The event will be from 4-5pm in the JCR. Right after 
that will be the Jam with the SAMs event specifically for 1st years, so please invite 
as many as possible to the facebook event that we have invited all of you to. 
 
Paolo: 
All in my report. 
 
Boyan: 
All in my report. 
 
Sydny: 
All in my report. 
 
Marlie: 
All in my report. 
 
Liana: 
All in my report. 
 
Heather: 



All in my report. 
 
Safa: 
All in my report. The new issue will be launched on the 29th of January online and 
we will be printing the last issue if we have the budget for it. 
 
Mahlon: 
February 1st we will be protesting in Vari Hall for ‘Fight the Fees’. I will send out 
an email once I find out some more information about it. 
 
Motion to close remaining council reports. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by: Paolo 
 
In Favour: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 

8.0 Special Reports 
 
9.0 New Business 
 

9.1 SAMs Mental Health Initiative ‘Journeys of Resilience’ 
 
Laura: 
Hi everybody, we’re from AMPD. We’re here to show you a new program we’ve 
created. I have been involved with several of the mental health committees and 
initiatives on campus. Many of the statistics show that we have not been moving 
fast enough in order to combat the poor mental health within our York 
community. It has been difficult to get an initiative to work on the grander 
university scale. This summer I pitched an idea to Linda Tam for what we can do 
for students to fit this part of their needs. Individuals in the arts community in 
my experience are more open to having these kinds of conversations, but we 
have no platform for them. That is what we’re trying to do. 
If you can come and look at my laptop, we need some people who haven’t been 
staring at the project for months to have a look at what we have created and give 
us some feedback. We are also looking for people to submit work to be added 
onto this website. If you support this project we were hoping you could also help 
us spread this around to the rest of our York and AMPD community to allow us 
to make this platform available to others. 
We have made an online art gallery as a platform for people to share their stories 
of resilience in their journey towards mental health. This is an official University 
page on the York website. The home page is separated into 4 different icons; 
these are where the video/audio/and written submissions are stored. This is an 
entirely automatic process so there will be no delay or reliance on us for this to 
work. We give the option to be anonymous on this website, but if you submit you 
have to give us an email address in order for us to contact you if we are alerted 
by your work that there could be something wrong. We want the submissions to 



be a person, place, or thing that has helped you on your journey towards mental 
health. This will hopefully encourage others to seek coping strategies for 
themselves. We engage with acknowledgement, peer support, and eliminating 
stigma. The main platform is this gallery, but we also have a resources tab 
because we know that not all resources work for everyone. We would like to link 
to the Winters College Council website and events pages as well. We have also 
included the artist help services downtown. 
The laptop will be carried around the room now, but the link is not live yet. It is a 
university sanctioned website and because of the sensitive nature of the subject 
there has to be a quick review process. There will be a receipt sent to you and if 
we have any questions will contact you within the next 2-3 days. Posted content 
must adhere to the standards sanctioned by York University and there is a fine 
line as to what is deemed inappropriate. However operating as part of AMPD 
makes this fine line a little more flexible than if we were operating through a 
different program. We don’t want to diminish people’s experiences, what we 
want to do is acknowledge the up and down journey of mental health and 
celebrate where people are today. It says in these guidelines that if there are 
submissions that do not fall within the limits of sharing, and may indicate harm 
to oneself or others there will be an email that goes straight to Linda Tam. 
We feel confident that we would be able to hand it off to people next year 
because it is such an automated process. For now this project will be handed off 
to SAMs, because it was part of our job to make it this year, but you could 
definitely talk to Linda about getting involved in this initiative because she is 
very on board with sharing resources. 
The email for submissions is: journeys@yorku.ca 
 
Sébastien: 
I’m really impressed. The priorities of the SAMs definitely change more often 
than the by-laws that constitute our roles here in WCC, and there is position that 
is currently being created that could potentially take over this job in the future. 
 
Safa: 
Will SAMs be reviewing the submissions each time? 
 
Laura: 
We have set up an email address associated with this. Right now it’s only me 
monitoring the submissions. What we are planning to implement is that there 
will be only a few SAMs trusted to look at these emails. I would like to pitch that 
we create a student panel of non-SAMs who are selecting and deciding what will 
go through to be included on the website. We will maintain very strict 
confidentiality within the idea of anonymity. There are certain areas that you are 
required to fill out, so the email will be one of these requirements and we will 
always have at least this one way to contact you. 
 
Sébastien: 
How will this be organized? 
 
Laura: 

mailto:journeys@yorku.ca


The website’s submissions page will be organized alphabetically. It allows you to 
have all the platforms in together in a single list, and then the circles on the 
homepage will take you to each of the different art forms e.g. only audio or only 
video. 
 
Sébastien: 
I think people will appreciate being able to scroll through and just look at 
everything in one place, like tumblr. 
 
Laura: 
We are definitely looking into that. We are also trying to find ways to include 
different experiences for people with sensory disabilities, but we also are still 
trying to figure how much we can include. The mobile site is a little bit glitchy 
but we will be looking into that in the next week to make the website more 
mobile-friendly. 
 
Sydny: 
In case there is a situation where someone submits something that indicates 
harm to themselves or others, you might want to include a student number. 
 
Laura: 
I was speaking to my boss about this. While I’ve had mental health training and 
would feel comfortable addressing something like that, Linda feels that it is not a 
SAM’s job to deal with this scenario. This information would go to Linda and she 
would find the appropriate resources for them. Until something like this happens 
we don’t necessarily know how we’re going to deal with it, but we’ve been 
talking about it a lot. 
 
Sébastien: 
I’m a little confused about why it would go straight to Linda. I obviously 
understand why it has to go up the chain of command but I think this would be 
better if it went straight to York U Counselling and Disability Services. 
 
Laura: 
Basically Linda would be pulling rank and connecting the individual with the 
highest-ranking person in the York U counselling and disability services 
department, in order for the individual to be directed to the exact services they 
need. Because this situation is so tricky, we are really looking at how we can deal 
with this from a student’s perspective. The end goal is to expand this platform to 
the entire university and hopefully one-day hand it off to counselling and 
disability services completely. 
 
Sébastien: 
To be clear, you are looking for: feedback, an open call for submissions, and 
promotional help. I move that Winters College Council endorse through 
promotion the Journeys of Resilience initiative and website on our online 
platforms and social media. 
Motion for Winters College Council to endorse the Journeys of Resilience initiative 
and website through promotion on our online platforms and social media. 



Moved by: Sébastien 
Seconded by: Jessie 
 
In Favour: 10 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
Motion passes. Winters College Council will endorse the Journeys of Resilience 
initiative and website through promotion on our online platforms and social media. 
 
Jessie: 
For promotions you would contact Arjun. The email is on the website, send him 
all the information we need for people to create submissions. Heather is our 
Webmaster so she can create a promotional tab on our website as well. 
 

9.2 Merch 
 
Sébastien: 
With the merchandise, on Friday evenings an executive member will bring the 
merch into the exec office and whoever opens on the Monday will take the merh 
back out into the main office. 
 
Marlie: 
Make sure you push sweat pants! 

 
9.3 WIBI 

 
Jessie: 
I received an email from a first year student in the music program that is on the 
MSA who is also a part of WIBI. WIBI has got a spot in the international 
competition of collegiate of accapella. The showcase they had last Wednesday 
was held for fundraising. This student is now looking for help with promotions 
and funding. They have a gofundme to help with WIBI’s equipment and travel 
expenses. I have asked this student to fill out the funding request form. 
Unfortunately they cannot make our meetings but they will send someone else 
with this form and we will vote. WIBI is affiliated with Winters. 
 
Heather leaves at 4.07PM 
 
Jessie: 
I have asked them to send up posters for promotions Arjun. 
 
Arjun: 
They need to send me the promotional material a week in advance. 
 
Jessie: 
I will let you know. 
 
Sadie: 
What are we promoting? 



 
Jessie: 
Their gofundme page. Maybe. 
 
Sydny: 
Do you know where they are going and what they mean by money for 
equipment? 
 
Jessie: 
They want to purchase a mixer, microphones and speakers. I have limited 
information so you will hear more about this at the next meeting. 

 
9.4 By-Law Meeting 

 
Marlie: 
Sunday is the by-law meeting, come prepared to the meeting. There should 
quorum. 

 
9.5 MSA Funding Request 

 
Jessie: 
Emilio of the MSA is requesting funding for running their annual media concert 
that happened yesterday. It is fine to ask for funding after the event. They are 
asking for money for postering, tech support, and equipment rental. They are 
asking for our maximum of $350. I have several questions about this though. I 
don’t know why their printing costs were so much considering YFS has low 
printing costs, the recital hall itself had equipment and support, and the 
rehearsal spaces are all free to music students. 
 
John M enters at 4.14PM 
 
Sadie: 
In terms of the tech stuff, one of the exec members is a SAM and they said they 
had tech issues and could be why it was so expensive. For the printing, maybe we 
should give them only the amount that they would have used if they had printed 
at YFS. 
 
Jessie: 
Keep in mind that the printing will also include the concert program booklets. 
 
Sébastien: 
We should help them out, but I think we should ask for original receipts. If they 
can bring together enough original receipts to support their reimbursement 
claim then we can support them but right now the numbers are not viable. 
 
Tabled to next meeting. 

 
John M enters at 4.06PM 



 
 
10.0 Old Business 
N/A 

 
11.0 Other Business 
 
John M: 
We are in the point in the year to decide whether we want to print hard-copy 
college agendas for next year. I just want to make sure there is still support for 
the printing of these agendas. 
 
Michael arrives at 4.21PM 
 
Sébastien: 
Before this year we only had black and white agendas. I didn’t know many 
people who used them but this year we got a better agendas and I use mine all 
the time. The master’s office paid for the whole thing this year but WCC used to 
contribute for the cost. 
 
John M: 
 I feel like this is all the same money and goes towards Winters constituents, so 
ideally it should come from where the best place to get the money is. 
 
Arjun: 
A lot of people I know don’t use these agendas and do all their planning 
electronically. YFS also gives out agendas for free, so I don’t understand why we 
are spending this extra money. 
 
Safa: 
I like the agendas; if it’s not that expensive then I think its great. 
 
Sébastien: 
It comes down to cost for me, but I’m clearly biased. 
 
Maya: 
These agendas are a nice tangible way to plan. They don’t seem that useful right 
now but maybe we could have a stand in the residence lobby with them, no one 
knows that these planners are available because no one goes to the master’s 
office. 
 
Steven: 
Why don’t we just promote them in the council office? People walk past our 
office much more. 
 
John M: 
If there were anything else we can include in them to make them more helpful, it 
would be great to know. 



 
Marlie: 
I think all of you should take one and figure out whether others will find them 
useful or what new information we should be including in them. 
 
Maya: 
If we could promote them as Winters planners I think it would be a great way for 
people to feel more a part of Winters College. 

 
12.0 In camera Session 
N/A 
 

13.0 Adjournment  
 
Motion adjourn meeting. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by: Arjun 
 
In Favour: 11 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 0 
 
Be it resolved that this meeting adjourns at: 4.28PM 
and that Council meets next on: Friday January 26th 2018 at 3PM 
 


