
Winters College Council 
Meeting Minutes 

September 28, 2018 
 
Call to Order Friday, September 28st, 6:02 pm 
 
1.0 Roll Call  

 
In Attendance: 
Amy, Paolo, Gloria, Liana, Arjun, Leah, Boyan, Anna, Sydney, Abriana, Katherine, Seamus, 
Kathleen 
 
Regrets: 
Steven, Francis, Heather, Sadie, Monica, Julian, Maddisyn 
 
Permanent Regrets:  
Christina, Jessie 
 
No Regrets/ Not Present: 
 
Late Regrets: 
Leanne 
 
2.0 The Approval of the Agenda 

 
Motion to approve the agenda. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by Arjun 
 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
3.0 Approval of the last meeting minutes 

 
Motion to approve the last meeting minutes. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Sydny 
 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
4.0 Speaker’s Remarks 



 
Speaker: This should be a pretty quick meeting. 
 
5.0 Open Discussion 

 
Usman: My name is Usman and this is Ivan. We are talking on behalf of a coalition involving a 
few organizations on campus called YU Divest. YU Divest was created by the YFS, Union for 
Graduate Students, Amnesty International, The Alumni of Students, York Cultural Organization, 
SIAC. York currently invests money into weapons organizations, and the coalition is trying to 
put pressure on York University to stop putting money into weapons companies, because 
weapons companies are selling weapons to numerous states that are committing human rights 
violations, so we believe that this goes against York’s progressive stance and believe it's morally 
wrong, there're other things this money could be invested into. 
 
Ivan: We just wanted to start off by asking if you have heard about this, because I know some of 
you have and as you are one of the first few councils to endorse us, we would like to see how 
much you know about it so we can take it from there. 
 
Gloria: I have a question? Which organizations is York investing in? 
 
Ivan: There are five major ones we are targeting right now. They are called BAE Systems, 
Northrop Grumman, Amphenol, Textron, Lockheed Martin. 
 
Usman: The reason we chose these companies to sort of start with, as these are the ones York 
has had the most history with and have been investing in for the longest amount of time and the 
most amount of money. Such companies are involved with countries like Saudi Arabia which are 
currently bombing Yemen. There is a lot of injustice going on here and our university should not 
be the one to continue this further. The reason we are here today is just to make sure that 
everybody is on the same page about this topic. The Board of Governors have a meeting on 2nd 
of October and it is supposed to discuss the issue of funding these companies. We are 99.99% 
sure that they're going to shut it down and not divest. 
 
Ivan: They are not only not accepting the proposal for divesting from these companies but 
they're removing divestment off the table completely, so they are basically saying no further 
reports like this. As this was how this report came to be! There is a very high chance that we will 
not be able to recognize divestments because they are taking them off the table. 
 
Usman: We came here to engage you and we count on your support this year because it is going 
to be a tough year for us. We mainly just want support in the form of potentially showing up to 
actions and also a lot of promotion. This year we want to raise awareness about YU Divest. We 
are planning on releasing a statement on Tuesday after the Board of Governors’ meeting 
happens. It would be great if you guys share our statement. 
 
Ivan: Since there are so many clubs associated with your council, it would be great if any of 
those clubs could potentially spread awareness about that too. Now we are at a point where even 



after they do this we still want to put them in a spot where everybody knows what they are doing 
is wrong. We are here to ask you to support us and it would be great if you could sign these 
petitions. 
 
Usman: Awareness is a big aspect of this because people really are not aware. In general student 
population here does not know that this is happening, so when we are tabling, for example, and 
there are people walking by our table, they usually just walk by and do not want to hear you talk 
and when they hear: “York is using money to fund wars!” - they turn around and ask: “What?". 
And then they come back and talk to us. These are people who have no political interest but this 
is such a shocking thing to them and they have never heard of that before. 
 
Gloria: Where is this money coming from? Is it from our tuition? 
 
Ivan: It is not coming from your tuition, it is a part of an endowment plan, it comes from the 
donors. Generally, the money from the endowment fund goes into investments, such as the ones 
to these weapon companies. Some of the money is invested in York itself. The money is given to 
investment managers, who then spread it around to other companies. After we get the returns on 
these investments the money is used for our scholarships and bursaries. It is a repetitive cycle 
that keeps going. Technically we are indirectly using the money that has caused people great 
despairs for our scholarships. 
 
Usman: Essentially everyone who is currently enrolled at York, and who holds some form of 
scholarship or uses the money York is providing them with is doing so at the cost of human 
lives. 
 
 
Arjun: So, I know about this one, and from what I believe in, is that our university would not 
just invest in weapon companies that they know are having a war against other countries, 
because they understand it will spread out. I just want to know more information about it and 
where are you getting these statistics from. 
 
Ivan: I believe in the spring, 2016, York created this group that contained 3 Staff Members, 3 
Students and 3 Faculty Members. A group which would handle everything related to 
investments. The investment recommendations would go from the community to this group and 
this group would bring it up at the board meetings. It was just York's part in making sure the 
community was being heard and were taking a part in it. These stats came from this group. We 
have the link on the back of the pamphlet that we gave you that would give you the report to all 
the information. 
 
Usman: The report has 18 pages. Again, it was 3 Staff Members, 3 Students and 3 Faculty 
Members who were told about where York was putting the money. The students that found out 
about the investments made the official report that we can actually provide – it is on the back of 
the pamphlet too. It's a public report that has been created to point out the reasons why YU 
Divest should be implemented, it has information about the weapon companies as well. It also 



has York's policy on being a progressive university and explains how do these companies go 
against York’s Mission statement. 
 
Ivan: It basically helps people understand why what York is doing is wrong and how else could 
they be doing it in more ethical way. Nothing would change and we would still get our 
scholarships and bursaries, but instead of investing in these weapon companies they could 
investing in more green and ethical companies. 
 
Usman: Just to quickly add on top, the report is around 18 pages, but it has hundreds of pages of 
sources, basically it has been thoroughly researched.  
 
Ivan: The group we were talking about, they are the investment committee and they themselves 
gave their stamp of approval, but immediately after they did that York disbanded the group and 
the report is just floating after that.  
 
Arjun: The group no longer exists? 
 
Ivan: They were not disbanded immediately, but later, in a few months period. 
 
Speaker: Amy is going to have the last question? 
 
Amy: You mentioned about how you want them to stop investing in these companies and move 
to smart green companies and my question is: “Do you guys have a plan for that?”, because if 
you approach the community from "we need to stop this, but you guys are going to lose your 
scholarships and bursaries", human beings will freak out. I know where you guys are coming 
from and I agree with your intentions and everything, but if you choose to promote it, you need 
to have that backup plan, so you are not losing this because of A B C. Does it make sense? 
 
Usman: That makes perfect sense. 
 
Ivan: We did think about this and we do know that people are going to freak out about this, 
because it is about their scholarships and bursaries and it affects student life greatly. We have 
just want to say that York gives their money to investment managers and they have a pick of 
whichever companies they want. They can further choose which companies they want to invest 
in and there are tons of investment agencies or investment managers, who are green and they are 
ethical. 
 
Amy: Do you have a list of that? 
 
Ivan: Not currently, we are making one though. 
 
Amy: Make sure you have a tangible one. 
 
Ivan: I get what you are saying. 
 



Usman: It is also important to note that York does not continuously to invest in these five 
companies, which means that they could survive without funding these five companies. They 
fund it sometimes and stop at for another term. This way it is more discreet too. Which answers 
the question how they could get away with it also. 
 
Ivan: It is not even disclosed at this point which companies they are investing in.  
 
Speaker: Thank you, so if everyone feels comfortable I think it would be good to vote now. 
Does anyone have an idea for a vote? Last year we voted on it and we were supporting you last 
year with promotion material and attendance. That was in the vote so that is something we could 
do now, for example, to continue to support YU Divest. Does anyone have a motion for this? 
 
Motion to continue supporting YU Divest from Winters College Council with attendance and 
promotional materials for the 2018-2019 school year.  
Moved: Sydny 
Seconded: Boyan 
 
In Favour: 5 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 2 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Usman: Would it be possible for us to get you to sign the petition? It would be cool to have 
council members sign the petition too. The petition is formatted as a letter. Where it says faculty 
you are going to write Winters College Council. 
 
Speaker: Please note that it is an optional thing. Is there a place you want us to drop these off or 
would you stand and collect them? 
 
Both: We will stay and collect them. 
 
6.0 All Council Reports 

 
Motion to open all council reports. 
Moved by: Gloria 
Seconded by: Paolo 
 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Speaker: Does anyone have anything else to report, no? Okay cool. 



 
Motion to close all council reports. 
Moved by: Boyan 
Seconded by: Paolo 
 
 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0  
Abstentions: 1  
 
Motion Passes 
 
7.0 New Business 
 

7.1 Clubs Renewal 
 

Arjun: Did everyone get the last email I sent? All you had to do is read the club name and club 
description of what they do. Which is like three lines. We have a few clubs to clarify, you 
wanted to say something? 

 
Paolo: I may have missed that, but was YUMS in there? 
 

Arjun: The situation is YUMS is renewed with SCLD but they have not chosen Winters to be 
affiliated with right now, so we will ask them and follow up with them to see what is 
happening. 

 
Paolo: So what would be an acceptable date and time for that? 

 
Arjun: If I email them and they and they go back to their paperwork and say yes, they want to 

file renewal with Winters - then in the next meeting we will have them renewed. We still 
have a few clubs left to renew. 

 
Speaker: Okay, I want to say before we start with the voting, has everyone read it yet? Because 

if not, you need to know that you are making an uninformed decision, so if we need to 
take a recess tell me now. Gloria? Yeah, okay. So, while we are reading that, we can 
jump to 7.2. 

 
7.2 Secretary Resignation 
 

Anna: I wanted to say that I am quitting the position of the secretary, because I do not feel like I 
am able to contribute my 100% and usually when it comes to work or any task I take 
upon, I like to contribute 100%. Also, due to some other responsibilities, and there are 
pretty many this year, I do not feel like I will be able to catch up with everything and that 
is why I have decided to do this. 



 
Speaker: I think I can speak for everyone, and say we are all going to miss you a lot. 
 

Anna: I am really grateful - unfortunately Maddy is not here - but I wanted to say I'm really 
grateful to her and you, Liana, because I spoke to you earlier about it and you gave me a 
period to check if I am still able to stay. I am really grateful for all the support and all the 
help from all the people at the council! Thank you so much I will also miss you! 

 
7.1 Clubs Renewal (Continued) 

 
Speaker: Why don't we moved back to 7. I want to ask Arjun like when Jessie used to present 

the club's request for funding last year, we used to say "I trust them because... or I do not 
want to continue funding them because...". Did you have any experience like that when 
you were reading their application to be renewed? 

 
Arjun: So, from the list that I have, there are a few clubs that I have confusions with, which I 

found out about during the transition. This is my concern and that is why I sent an email 
to everyone so that everyone is aware of it. We will talk about it and I could go club by 
club. So, let us start off with:  

 
 *Creative Arts Student Association (CASA) 
I think in the past we have had our issues with them. They would not support any council events 

the main would be The formal that we have every year. In the past about three years ago 
CASA used to support/fund the formal, and that stop happening. This year looks like 
they're back on track because for the first time in three or four years we have a CASA 
rep. And their president is Adam Garisto. He is doing well from what I have seen so far.  

*FESA (Faculty of Education Students Association) 
They are on point because like they are an education-based club. FESA is by the way Faculty of 

Education Student Association. 
*Salsa Club 
It is also doing well, starting from the last year. They hold weekly events, have a membership fee 

and they have a huge turn around. I was part of it last year. 
*WIBI A Cappella  
It is also one of our very successful clubs because they are a part of a bunch of competitions and 

we support them.  
* Winters Community Art Club (WCAC) 
The other club that also really runs well is CAC which is Winters Community Arts Club. They 

are situated in our Council Office and they hold a bunch of events and they do a lot of 
things for the community – they hold art shows and everything. 

 
There are few clubs that I am not really sure of.  
 
* Film Students Association (FSA) 
Personally, the issues that were brought up with me are related to FSA-Film Students 

Association. Only problem is that they renew themselves every year, but there is no 



communication between the Council and them. The events are not promoted very well. It 
is a typical film club like it has 10 people. We have not seen them, they have a lot of 
communication problems. They are not responding to the Office of the Head or they 
respond really late. 

* Music Students Association (MSA) 
The other club is MSA. I really come across a problem with them at Frosh during tabling. They 

opened up the email and they did not respond, because someone else opened up the email 
and they have like 5-6 people using the same account. It it a bit of an issue and the 
executives do not deal with the problem themselves. It was funny because one of the 
general members came up to me during the frosh and he explained the issue and it was a 
night before tabling.  

*Unity at York 
The other one is Unity, I am not too sure about like I do not have much information on them so I 

do not want to give anything wrong.  
* Theatre Students Association (TSA) 
TSA from what I know, the Theater Students Association, from the past like… 

 
Abriana: The everything he is going to say is honest though. 

 
Arjun: I've had a chat with the President, Abriana, and we have actually addressed the concerns 

and she bought it out and we even talked about it. They have not done too well in the past 
when it came to hosting events. They listed everything in the renewals, like it shows that 
these are the initiatives they are going to take, but it is hardly done or it is not promoted 
well enough for everybody to come to the event. The constitution was not right as well. 
Abriana has been working throughout the summer and she has been rewriting it. 

 
Anyone have any questions? 

 
Gloria: My main concern is really making sure that we are not double booked and we do not 

overlap on events when it comes to rooms. 
 
Arjun: Just to go on, it will not happen because one club actually approached me and they tried 

to book some place on campus like the JCR and some places in the College Council 
Building and they could not, that is because the Social Cultural team has already booked 
it. If anything they have to go through the Master’s Office and they will know that it is 
already booked they can not just override council events or events that are already 
booked. Another club that came up to me, and I do not remember which once exactly, but 
they wanted to host something and it was booked by council and I was like, why don’t 
you just collaborate with council. So, I am trying to redirect a few things to SoCul so it 
works out. 

 
Boyan: The same thing that's going on is with the DSA… 

 
Arjun: Let me explain to you the new process of club renewals and if no one knew Kathleen is a 

new club peer mentor. Last year clubs use to renew themselves was, if you wanted to be a 



registered club York you had to go through SCLD. You had to renew your selves through 
SCLD and then with college. They would go on the Winters College website which is a 
York website and they would find the form which they would fill. This year it has all 
changed, now SCLD has one big application, so when clubs are filling it out, they can 
choose which College they want to affiliate themselves with and if it is Winters than 
winters application will show up there. Some clubs like DSA went to the Winters website 
straight and just filled out that renewal form, so from what I have on my list is that DCA 
is renewed with Winters based on the old form, but is not renewed with SCLD. 
Therefore, we cannot ratify them, because in order to be ratified with winters as well you 
need to be a ratified with SCLD. This is why DSA is not on the list right now. 

 
Katherine: You mentioned supporting these clubs. I do not get what you mentioned about 

monetary value, as for someone who is on the council for the first time, I would just like 
to know how do we make it - do we create promotional material? 

 
Arjun: So when the club is ratified with Winters what we offer them is financial support. This 

year, unfortunately, we do not have much money, so we have to allocate it very properly. 
Other than that we help them with booking the spaces and then promotional material. So 
let us say a club is having an open mic and it is not a part of the SoCul Acoustic Night, 
but it is an open mic night and they want us to promoted it, so if they are ratified with us 
we will promote it. We will help them with any promotional material because they are 
our club they are a part of us we have to help them get more audience. We help them with 
anything like financial aid promotions or anything else and also if they need any office 
space or Storage spaces. That is another thing, down the hall you will notice the room 
010. That is the storage room, so any club, well there is a list of clubs that has access to 
that room. If they want to store something there, they can come to the council office. If I 
am not there, the keys actually in my mailbox so you can just give them the key. 

 
Speaker: So what are doing now is voting for them to be affiliated with us, not voting for them 

to receive any of these perks. Except for support and promotional material any other 
allocation of resources would be voted on upon later. Does anyone have a motion to 
make? 

 
Sydny: Have you set a deadline for the clubs that have not yet renewed? 

 
Arjun: Actually, one of our major club is also in the council office it's called Golden Key, it is 

actually one of our most important clubs. It is very huge and it is great if we have them, 
but because of the strike everything all their elections and everything is pushed back. 
They do not have a full exec team yet, so hopefully by October 5th they fully renew 
themselves. I gave them a deadline October 5th. Me and Masters Office had a meeting 
with them. There are other clubs who are rarified with SCLD but not affiliated with 
Winters. The only clubs that have not renewed themselves at all period are DSA and 
Golden key. Other clubs have finished their process with SCLD, but have not chosen 
Winters in their application, so I am sending them follow-up emails to see if they actually 
want to be a part of winters again. If not that is perfectly fine, that is okay with us, but if 



they want to than they have to finish their applications by the deadline, so we can have 
them present for the next meeting period. 

 
Speaker: Does anyone else have any final questions? 

 
Motion to ratify Creative Arts Student Association with Winters College Council for the year 

2018 to 2019. 
Moved: Arjun 
Seconded: Sydny 

 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 

 
 
Motion to ratify Faculty of Education Student Association with Winters College Council for the 

year 2018 to 2019. 
Moved: Arjun 
Seconded: Boyan 

 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 

 
Motion to ratify Film Student Association with Winters College Council for the year 2018 to 

2019. 
Moved: Arjun 
Seconded: Katherine 

 
In Favour: 3 
Against: 3 
Abstentions: 1 

 
Open Discussion 

 
Arjun: My only concern is I think that they are going to do the same thing again. They are going 
to do one movie night and get a bunch of things and just bill it to council. They are not doing 
something that everyone is actually aware of. 
 



Boyan: I'm in film and the first time I heard about them was at Arjun’s and Jessie's transition 
meeting where they said like that they not doing anything and I was like, I have not heard 
anything from MY Students Association. I think if you want them to get their act together we 
should stop renewing them every single year and maybe this will send them a good message.  
 
Gloria: I was going to suggest maybe we could ask them for a clear plan for this year, so if they 
do not have it by October 5th then we do not renew approve their application with the council. 
 
Arjun: What we could do it is I can send them an email asking for their initiative and this year if 
they do not do anything we put the club on probation for one year. 
 
Amy: Are you aware of who the president is because as a part of CASA, I kind of our job to 
support all the student associations and I am just looking at the email that Adam sent me and it 
does not mention anything. 
 
Arjun: Ryan O'brien. I knew him from last year and he was the president of Film Student 
Association last year, but I did not even know that he was the president. I can give you their 
email. 
 
Leah: Are we obligated to provide financial assistance?  
 
Arjun: We still have to vote on this. And if the council votes 50/50, it is my job to ask them for 
the full break down, where each dollar was spent and if the council approves that, we can write 
them a check for that amount, or percentage of it.  
 
Katherine: You talked about putting club on probation. Could that probation include having 
them send in a budget or some sort of breakdown before they do the event, because I feel like 
they might be like: “Well we already spent this money!”. Personally, I, as someone who is on 
council I would like to know where that money is going before we give it to them.  
 
Arjun: Just to clarify we don't give them an amount. It stays with council and it only goes once 
voted on. I do not email telling them their budget is for this year. They just know that there are 
club affiliated with winters or not – that is it. 
 
Speaker: It is their responsibility as a club to budget themselves, so if they have already spent 
money and they requested a refund from us it is completely within our rights to deny them. Since 
they are an SA or Student Association of a AMPD and I believe we should give them the benefit 
of the doubt and putting them on probation might be a nice way of encouraging them to do 
better. I do not think it is fair to say that that they can not be affiliated with us, as they are within 
our faculty, but I see what you are all saying and I completely agree. 
 
Arjun: I think you're right because once I send them the email saying that they are on probation 
and if it hits them, then they know that they need to start stepping up otherwise next year they 
can not even renew with Winters. 
 



Sydny: Can you just break down how the probation works? 
 
Arjun: So, for what I know is that once the club is on probation we do not have to provide them 
with any funding. We can offer them the promo material and any other support, other than 
funding and they are on probation for one year which means until September 2019. And next 
year VP of external affairs will have to follow up with them to see where they stand and what are 
the 2019 to 2020 initiatives for the FSA. 
 
Sydny: So, even if they apply for funding we can not give it to them because they are on 
probation? 
 
Arjun: That is what I know, but I can double check with Jessie. 
 
Sydny: Could you check it before we vote? 
 
Arjun: Yes. 
 
Speaker: We could always table this vote.  
 
Arjun: Could we table it for next week?  
 
Speaker: Yes, so we will table this vote for next week. 
 
Gloria: Did you hear anything about VASA? 
 
Arjun: They also have the same thing - they are ratified with SCLD, but not with Winters. 
 
Speaker: So now we move onto MSA? 
 
Motion to Ratify Music Students Association with Winters College Council for the year 2018 to 
2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Sydny 
 
In Favor: 4 
Against: 1 
Abstentions: 2 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Motion to ratify Salsa Club with Winters College Council for the year 2018 to 2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Boyan 
 
In Favor: 6 



Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
 
Motion to ratify Theatre Students Association with Winters College Council for the year 2018 to 
2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Boyan 
 
In favor: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Motion to ratify Unity at York with Winters College Council for the year 2018 to 2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Gloria 
 
In favor: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Boyan: Wait, I have a question. What exactly is Unity? 
 
Speaker: I looked them up, just because I knew this question would come up, so this is their 
description: “We are an open-minded CommUNITY is here to encourage artistic expression by 
empowering University students to flourish as active community-minded leaders.Our goal is 
dedicated to building a healthy hip-hop community at York, in which all of the five elements of 
Hip-Hop can be freely practiced, taught and performed.These include, but are not limited 
to: Breakdance, Beatbox, Emcee-ing, Spoken Word, Graffiti and DJ-ing. Through our events and 
sessions, we bring people together in a positive space and support creative self-expression. Any 
proceeds from fundraisers go to our parent organization, UNITY Charity – an anti-violence 
nonprofit that brings beatboxers, breakdancers, graffiti artists and spoken word poets into high 
schools all over Ontario to inspire youth towards positive outlets and engage in real 
commUNITY. We are one of the only organizations on campus to break the social boundaries of 
race, religion, culture, age, gender and faculty!” 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Motion to ratify WIBI A Capella with Winters College council for the year 2018 to 2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Sydny 



 
In favor: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstention's: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
 
Motion to ratify Winters Community Arts Club with Winters College council for the year 2018 to 
2019. 
Moved by: Arjun 
Seconded by: Leah 
 
In favor: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstention's: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
 
11.0 Adjournment 
Motion to adjourn meeting. 
Moved by: Sydny 
Seconded by: Paolo 
 
In Favour: 6 
Against: 0 
Abstentions: 1 
 
Motion Passes 
 
Be it resolved that this meeting adjourns at: 7:01pm 
and that Council meets next on: TBD 
 
 


